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strengths as a person. I have watched 
his career unfold with special interest 
because I too went to school in the 
small town of Camden. While the com-
munity is not a wealthy one, it has 
produced many outstanding young peo-
ple, and Antoine is one of the most 
noteworthy. 

Antoine Pettway was born on Novem-
ber 13, 1982, to Joseph Pettway and 
Linda Crawford. Growing up in the 
small, rural town of Alberta, AL, 
Antoine ate, slept, and breathed bas-
ketball, when he was not working on 
his father’s cattle farm or in his grand-
father’s country store. Pettway was a 
high school basketball standout aver-
aging 24.3 points, 5.2 rebounds, and 6.7 
assists, per game. Subsequently, with 
his athletic skills and strong leader-
ship on and off the court, Antoine was 
able to help clinch State championship 
titles in 1998 for Keith High School, 
and in 2000 for Wilcox Central High 
School. Antoine was not only known 
for his athletic success, but also his 
academic success. He was a 4.0 student 
in high school and Salutatorian of his 
graduating class. 

Pettway received athletic scholar-
ships from Jacksonville State, Lou-
isiana Tech, Alabama State, and Ala-
bama A&M, but his heart belonged to 
the University of Alabama. Standing at 
only 6 feet, he was not noticed by the 
Tide’s coach, Mark Gottfried, until the 
State tournament and after all scholar-
ship positions had been filled for the 
upcoming season. However, Antoine 
was approached by Coach Gottfried and 
asked to walk on as a freshman. So, 
with the help of his father and an aca-
demic scholarship, Antoine Pettway 
entered the University of Alabama in 
the fall of 2000 and joined the Crimson 
Tide basketball team as a walk-on for 
the 2000–2001 season. 

Antoine, determined to prove to 
Coach Gottfried that he belonged, aver-
aged 2.9 points, 1.6 assists, and 1.1 re-
bounds per game during the 29 games 
he played his freshman year. His best 
game was a stand-out performance at 
Ole Miss in which he scored 19 points. 
His energy and skills on the court 
earned Pettway a scholarship in July 
of 2002. 

During his sophomore year, Antoine 
became a well-recognized figure on the 
Crimson Tide’s basketball team not 
only for his charisma and athletic abil-
ity, but also his bright red, shiny 
sneakers. They became his trademark. 
His ‘‘ruby slippers’’ earned him fame 
around the country, but he is probably 
most remembered that year for his lay- 
up at the buzzer that gave Alabama a 
65–64 victory over Florida, clinching 
the Tide’s first Southeastern Con-
ference title since 1987. 

In the 2002–2003 season, Pettway 
started 10 games and averaged 6.3 
points, 2.5 rebounds, and 2.4 assists per 
game. He was ranked 7th in the SEC in 
assists to turnover ratio and shot 81.8 
percent from the free throw line, mak-
ing 36 of 44. His hard work and awe-
some talent was recognized by the bas-

ketball community when he was 
awarded the MVP of the Basketball 
Hall of Fame Tipoff Classic. 

Antoine remained the heart and soul 
of the Crimson Tide’s basketball team 
through his senior year and led his 
team to the Elite Eight of the NCAA 
Tournament, a plateau that Alabama 
basketball had never reached before. 
He was the starting point guard and 
averaged 9.38 points, 3.62 rebounds, and 
3.31 assists per game. 

Antoine’s dedication and extraor-
dinary work ethic can be seen not only 
on the basketball court, but also in the 
classroom. In his senior year, he was 
named Academic All-Southeastern 
Conference. To make the honor roll, an 
athlete must be a sophomore or higher 
in academic standing and have a 3.0 (on 
a 4.0 scale) or higher grade point aver-
age. He graduated from the University 
of Alabama in May of 2004 with a de-
gree in Health Care Management. 

Most recently, Antoine Pettway was 
selected as the World Basketball Asso-
ciation’s ‘‘Rookie of the Year’’ and was 
named to the 2nd Team All-WBA All- 
Star Team. He helped lead his team, 
the Kentucky Reach, the first Chris-
tian-based professional basketball 
team, to an 11–9 record and averaged 
4.6 assists and 12.7 points per game. He 
is ranked second in the league in as-
sists and 14th in scoring. 

The people of Camden and Wilcox 
county are proud of his basketball suc-
cess, and they are even more proud of 
his leadership, his academic achieve-
ments, and his character. Indeed, 
Antoine Pettway’s accomplishments on 
and off the court have inspired young 
and old to strive for excellence. He has 
high ideals and is true to his faith. The 
people of the State of Alabama are 
proud to call him their native son, and 
I wish him best of luck with his future 
endeavors. Whatever the future holds 
for this Wilcox County native son, it 
will be bright because he has his prior-
ities straight. 

I am proud to recognize the accom-
plishments of a great American and Al-
abamian, and a wonderful representa-
tive of Wilcox County, Antoine 
Pettway.∑ 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE POLISH DAILY 
NEWS 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I am hon-
ored to recognize Dziennik Polski, or 
the Polish Daily News, one of Michi-
gan’s oldest and honored publications, 
on its 100th anniversary. The Polish 
Daily News can be proud of its dedica-
tion to generations of Polish Ameri-
cans and its support of American tradi-
tions and ideals. The Polish Daily News 
has worked together with other organi-
zations in the greater Detroit area to 
help build strong and effective commu-
nities, which has given rise to a diverse 
and vibrant socioeconomic region in 
southeast Michigan. 

Founded in 1904 by a small group of 
community members, the Polish Daily 

News was housed in a building on the 
south side of Canfield east of Riopelle. 
This was home to the paper until the 
1960s when the offices and print produc-
tion moved to a location on Van Dyke 
in Detroit. A third and fourth move re-
located the newspaper to two addresses 
on Joseph Campau, with the last one in 
Hamtramck. As Detroit’s primary Pol-
ish newspaper serving the new immi-
grants who began to settle in what was 
becoming the Nation’s Motor City, the 
Polish Daily News played a vital role 
in building a strong Polonia that was 
committed to full participation in 
American life. The paper supported a 
cohesive community that encouraged 
its members to strive for accomplish-
ments that reflected their shared val-
ues of a deep commitment to family, 
faith, hard work, as well as the Amer-
ican ideals of democracy and freedom. 
With a circulation of 30,000 during the 
1940s and 1950s, the Polish Daily News 
kept its readership informed about the 
struggle for Poland’s independence 
from Soviet oppression while advo-
cating for a future democratic Poland 
and strong U.S.-Poland relations. 

Today as the Polish Weekly, the 
newspaper continues the heritage of 
promoting both a strong Polonia and 
citizen participation in the life of the 
United States. The Polish Daily News 
is celebrating its 100th anniversary of 
serving the Polish-American commu-
nity of greater Detroit on Saturday, 
October 2, 2004. Families, friends, com-
munity leaders, and elected officials 
will gather at the American Polish Cul-
tural Center in Troy to pay tribute to 
the important efforts of the Polish 
Daily News organization which has 
helped to promote community life and 
strengthen Polish-American pride 
throughout the 100 years of its exist-
ence. 

I know my Senate colleagues join me 
in also congratulating publisher Bruno 
Nowicki and the editors and staff, 
along with the community supporters 
and many friends of the Polish Daily 
News/Polish Weekly on this great mile-
stone. I am proud to recognize their 
record of service to the Polish-Amer-
ican community and their respected 
standing among all the people of 
Michigan. A Hearty Sto Lat—Another 
100 Years.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ED HENNESSEE 
FROM LAWTON, OK 

∑ Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, earlier 
today, my State of Oklahoma, as well 
as the Nation, lost a true friend of edu-
cation. 

Ed Hennessee, a longtime resident of 
Lawton, OK died doing what he loved 
best—advocating for children attending 
federally connected school districts. 

Ed served the Lawton Public Schools 
in a variety of capacities for many 
years retiring as assistant super-
intendent for business in 1995. 

While in that capacity he fought for 
a program that I have come to cham-
pion—Impact Aid. 
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